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a part of the © 
Story  knownunto fundry amongft your felves, = 
_ What remsineth then, Brethren and Beloved in-the 
Lord, but that we fhould be mindfull of what is by the 
Lord required, when the Scripture faith, Remember them 
that have,taught (and not onely them that do teach) the 
Word of.God, whofe faith follow, confidering the | 
endof their converfation. What that Doctrine of Faith | 
1s which your bleffed Teacher did from the Lord inflruk ~ 
yout, Inced not fay; onely Remerhber it. Remember 
bis Farewell Exhortation, which is now-in many-of your 
Haufes, and Ob that it were in all your Hearts. And as 
for bis Converfation , your felves know that God made 
him Exemplarily. Faithfull, Zealows , Patient ,-Hamble, — 
Holy: Follow him as he followed Chrift.- So likewife 
pray that be.may do who is | | : 4 


is here reported. And indeed the greatef? 


= 


Boflon Sepremb6. Yours in the Lord alwayes, 
Noe: 41672. iy BER ; 


» Increafe Mather. — 








to St i Le a 











: Cae 

a hs Mh Rs) ts Ne On) to eto = ete yA fy, chy ets chy 
| Te ipelocleviodleuleeloclaiacloe ee) sdicio0) 6018 
sic eree celts | 


a) 


of ofa ete * 
Sleciosienlesicele 


> od 


Rei Aeh HOSEA | 
Ass Jie 93 ce Aik 


My +e wo, te 


ap 


* 


2 “eye Ojo” “eye 


Asie) 

) 

AGH Gesiba: QAclaaisay aA 
SEB RE ES 


THE 


F 
Mr. Richard «A ather. 


thy Ones, hath been by fome accounted a- 
mongit the moft profitable works of men un- 





ee among{t the Gentiles this way have not been 
altogether without benefit, witnefs whatis done by Plutarch, 
Laertius, Philoftratus, Eunapius, Pliny, &c. albeit they are 
to be read with judgement. But efpecially the faithful Deferi- 
_ ption of the Lives of thofe who have been Eminent Teachers 
in the Church, hath been to the great advantage of after- 
Ages. Many have reaped benefit by reading Dorothews his 
Colle@ion of the Lives of the Prophets, Apoftles, and Seventy 


Difciples of Chrift: And (not to fpeak of the Labours of » 
Gennadius, Epiphanius, Ifdore, and Prockorwzs of old) antong. 


later Writers, Shopfius his Academia Chrifti, and Toffanus 
concerning the Lives of the Fathers, and Atelchior Adam 
concerning the Lives of all our Afodern Divines, as farreas he 
could by any means come to’the knowledge thereof, The 


pains which Mr. Clark hath taken in publifhiny the Lives of 
many of our Englifh Worthies, hath been profitable to nora ~ 


few: And great pity it isthat more fhould not be done ghat 


way. If the Lives of Brightman, Parker, Ames, Burroughs, « 


Hooker, &c, were publifhed ro the World, ic might be of ge- 


nerall advantage. Nor is it to be doubred but char there have 


been many famous.in their Generations, whofe Memories are 


A 3: buried : 


LIFE & DEATH. 


4 He Writing and Reading of the Lives.of Wore” 


der che Sun. . The Labours of fome Learned - 
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‘buried in the duft, for want of fome one to undertake this. 


Pofterity. 







office, whereby their Names might have been perpetuated to. 


Pixere fortes ante Acamenmnena 

Malti: Sed ilachrymabiles : 
~ : A 

Orgentur ie mot:g. longa 

Notte 3 Carent quia vate Sacro, 


‘But it maft needs be init {elf a thing pleafing to God, that 


“his grace towards and in his Servants, and the wonders of his - 


Providence about them, fhould be kept in remembrance, 
Therefore fome have written their own Lives. So*did (not to 
mention 7ofephus, Bellarmine, C ardan) amoneft our Worthies, 
junins, Collinus, Buchanan, and of our own Nation, Bale, - 
Burton, Hall, Boaly, &c. And the like did this Reverend Man 


‘who is to be the Subje@ of the enfuing Difcourfe «fay to do, 
and proceeded therein to the 39/# year of his Age, but finifhed 


not what he had purpofed, It remaineth therefore that fome. 


other fhould do it; which we fhall in following words of truth 
and plainnefs endeavour to do. 


“eee in the Parith of mriswick in the County of Laz- 
cafier, afmall Country Town or Village called Lowton : 
In which Village Richard Adather was born Anno 1596. His 
Parents Thomas and Alargarite Atather were of Ancient Fa- 
milies in Lowton aforefaid, but by reafon of fome unhappy 
Mortgages they were reduced untoa low condition as to the 


World. Neverthelefs, God fo difpofed their hearts, that they. 
were willing to Educate this their Son in good Learning :, 
Concerning which he (after thatthe Lord was. pleafed to be-. 


flow not onely Learning but Grace upon him) hath fome- 
times expreffed himfelf, faying, By what principles and motives 


wy Parents were chicfly induced to keep wse at School, I have not 


to fay, nor do I certainly know: But this muft aceds fay, that 
this was the fingular good Providence of Godtowards met, (whe 
hath the hearts of all men inhes hand) thus to incline the hearts. 


of my Parents, for in this thing the Lordof Heaven foemed me. 


fuck 












Mr. Richard Mather. 


— fuch favour, ashad not been foewed to reany my Predeceffors and 


Gentemporaries in that place. : 

Now his Parents being ftrongly bent in f{pirit to have their 
Sona Scholar, they fenthim to winwick School, which was 
about four miles diflant from his Fathers henfe. Inthe Win- 

ter feafon they boarded him at winwick, but fuch was his de- 


fre after knowledge, thatin the Summer he travelled every 


gay thither, Whil’it he was thus at School he met wich no {mall 
difcouragement,for that the Schoolmafter under whom he was, 
although he had an excellent faculty for ceaching in Grammar- 
Learning, and many were trained up by him, fo as to be fene 
unto Oxford and Cambridge, for In{truction in higher Studies ; 


yet was he very fevere and partial in his difcipline, Fasixes' 


was almoit quite difcouraged from his Studies, whea being a 
School boy his Mafter would beat him eight times in a day 


whether in fault or inno faule: The like Magilterial har fhnefs - 


caufed him of whom we write, earneftly defire chat his Father 
would take him from School, and difpofe of him to fome other 
Calling. Himfelf afterwards, when ke had waded through 
thefe D ficulties, would fay, God intended better for me, then I 


Would have chofen for my (elf, and therefore my Father, though 


in other things indulgent enough, yet in this would wever con- 
atfcend to my requefi, but by putting me in hope that by his [peak: 
ing te the Adatter, things \would be amended, would fill over- 
ruleme to go on in my Studies, and good it was for me to be 


ovrmervled by nim, and he difcretion, rather then to be left tomy” 


own affection and defire, But Oh that all Schootmafters vould 
learn Wifdome, Atoderation and Eqnity towards their Scholars, 
und feck rather to win the hearts of Children by righteous, lo- 
ving, and courteous ufage, then to alienate their mindes ‘by par- 
tiality and undue feverity, Which had becn my utter undoing, haa 


not the good Providenceo€ God, andthe wi(dome and Authority ¢ 
of my Father prevented, Butthusiwas. that of che Poet made ° 


good: : 
Myltatulit feeitq: Puer fudavit & alfit 
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mentioned to them asa pregnant Youth; Whereupon applica- 
tign was made accordingly to his Father, who was inclineable 
to accept of this Motion, becaufe now his Eftate was fo de- 


was obfervable; for when his Father was ready thus co pare 


with his Son, and the Childe to go, the Lord raifed up the 
heart of his Mafter, co beimportunate with his.Father- full to 


keep himt at School, profefiing that it was great pity that a ° 
Wit Cane Learning fhould be taken from it, (as indeed — 


it was ) or that he fhould be undone by Popifh Education, 
The Per{wafions of the Matter fo farre prevailed, as that his 


Scholar was ftill continued under him, untill the fifteenth year 
of his Age. : | , — 


‘It wasamercyto him, thae whil’t he was yet in his Mino- 
) y 


rity, he enjoyed the publick Miniftry of one Mr. Paliz, then 
‘Preacher at Leegh , of whom he would fay, that the remem- 
brance of that man was Comfortable and Honourable in his 


thoughts, even in his old Age, though his knowledge of him 


was in his Childhood: He then obferved fucha plain, power- 
full, and piercing efficacy in Mr, Palins Minifiry, as~was_not 
co be feen in the common fort of Preachers in thofe dayes, by 
means whereof fome Illumination, though not a through- 
Converfion, was wrought in him, 

Having been thus long kept at School, he was called to 
feaye his Fathers Family,- The occafion whereof was this, 
Aca place called Toxrerh Park near Liverpool, there dwelt a 
wife and Religious People, who being'delirous of the good of 


themfelves and their Pofterity , intended to erect a School 


amongit them, for the Education of their Children, It came 
gncotheir mindes to fend unto the Schoolmalter of winwick, 
-to enquire whether he had any of hisSeholars whom he would 


i v 


recommend 


ae k 
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After that he had {pent fundry years in this School, fome - 
-Popifh Merchants coming out of Wales to warrington, which — 
_ is twocmiles from inwick, were inquifitive whether there 

_ Were not any pregnant Wits in that School whom they might 
“procure for Apprentices, Prefently Richard AdZarher was — 


_ eayed, chat he almoft defpaired of bringing up this his Son as — 
hehad intended, -Buthere the Finger of Divine Providence . 









Mr. Richard Mather. 


recommend tnto them for fuch @ Service: who having re- 
ceived their defires, forthwith communicated the fame to this 


his Scholar, and to his Father, to fee if the Motion would 
ftand with their acceptance, He was defirous rather to have 
‘goneto.the Univerfiry, but his Father-clofed with the Offer , 
whence it was in fine mutually embraced, fo that he removed 
from his Fathers houfe to Toxteth (Anno 1611.) there to 
teach School, Nor is it any difparagement to his Worth that 
he was once a Schoolmafter, for very eminent Divines have 
been fo, as of our own Nation Mr, Hieron, Mr. svhitaker, 
Mr. Vines, not to mention others, but rather an Eminency , 
the like feldome known, thet one fhould be found fit to be a 
Schoolwafter at fifteen years of Age: Yetthe Lord helped him 
in thofe his young years to carry ic with fuch. Wifdome and 
Loye and Gravity amongift his Scholars as was to admiration, 


fo as that he was by them both loved and feared, beyond what 


is ufual, even where there are aged Matters, 
- His being thus employed was more wayes then one advan- 
tagious tohim: for by this means he became a more acurate 
Grammarian then Divines ufually are, Being alfo diligenc in 
his Studies whil’t he continued in this way of Imployment, he 
became a Proficient in other Arts, asin Logick, Rhctorick, yea 
andin Dheslogy. Moreover, it afterwards appeared to be of 
God, that he was-Called to fuch a Work in {uch a place, for 
there the effectual Converfion of his Soul wnto the Lord, was 
‘wrought int his cender years, even afore his going to Oxford 
whence he was preferved from thofe Corruptions which un- 
_ did many of his Contemporaries, through the Temptation 
whieh in the Univerfity they met wich. The means of his Con- 
verfion was partly by feeing a frange'difference berween him- 
felf and fundry in thar godly Family, where Divine Providence 
had cafthis Lot in Toxterh, viz. the Family of Mr. Edward 
Afpinwall, who was a Learned and Religious Gentleman, 
Now he obferved that the way and wafking of that holy man, 
was fuch as himfelf had not:as yer been accuftomed unto, 
which caufed fad fears to arifein bis Soul, left haply he mighe 
pot be in the way which leadech unto Erernal Salvation, Alfo 
f B Mr. 
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The Life and Death of ay 
Mr. Harrifon, then a famous Minifter at Hyton, Preaching tfp- 
on /oh.3.3. concerning the neceflity of Regeneration, and at 
the fame time reading a Book of Mr. Perkins his; fhewing how 
farrea Reprobate may go, God bleffed thefe three things not 
onely to Convittion, but to Converfion. This was Anno 1 





1614, 

. Vhe pangs of the New-birth were exceeding terrible ro him, 
inafmuch as many times when they were at Meals in the Family: 
where he fojourned, he would abfent himfelf to retire under 
hedges and other fecret places, there co lament his mifery be- 
foreGos. Butafter fome time, the Lord revived his broken | 
heart, by fending the holy Spirit in the Miniftry of the Word. 
to apply the Precious Promifes of the Gofpel to his Soul, 

Being thus becomea New Creature, he was the more emi- 
nently a Bic fling in the Family, and in the Calling which the 
Lord had difpofed of himin: And fuch notice was taken of 
bim, as that even from places remote Children were fent unto. 
him for InftruCtion and Education, and many were, by the 
Lords blefling upon his Endeavours, fitted for, and fent unto 
the Univerfity. Some years having been paft over in this way 
of Employ, he refolved (avy 3:4) .to {pend fome time in one 
of the Univerfities, as apprehending that there, by converfe 
with Learned men, and other Advantages not eifwhereto be 
had, he might gain more then by his private Studies in’the — 
Country. Accordingly he went to Oxford, and continued for. 
fome time there in Brazen-Nofe Colledge, . Being there, he was 
variouily affected : for it was a joy to him to finde many there 
who had been his gvondam Scholars. It was alfo a joy co him 
‘that he had fuch leifure to follow his Studies, and by Difpura- 
tions, Lectures, Books, Conferences with Learned mén, @e, 
marvellous Advantages to obtain a Treafure of Knowledge, 
Buc his heart being afore this touched withthe fear of God, . 
‘the great Superftition and Prophdhefs ‘which he was forced 
there to behold, was no fmall grief unto him, 

“Soon after his coming to Oxford, he came into Acquain- 
tance with the Learned Doctor rvorall, who was helpful co him — 
in directing him as tothe courfe of his private Studies, - A- - 
mongit other things, he advifed to reade the Works of Peter 


189". Ce ee on 
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Remus, which counfel he followed, and faw no caufe to re- 
pent of his fo doing. But before he had {pent fo much time 
in Oxford as he could have wifhed that he might have done, 
the People in Toxteth, whofe Children had been taught by 
him, fenttohim, defiring that he would return unto them to 
infirud not fo much their Children as themfelves, and that noe 
in meer Humane Literature, butinthé things of God. This 
Call, after due Confideration, for weighty Reafons he accepted 
of, Being then returned to Toxteth, he Preached his firft 
Sermon November 30. 1618. There was a very great Con- 
courfe of people to hear him, and his Labours were Highly 
accepted of by the judicious : Such was the vaftnefs of his Me- 
mory, as that the things which he had prepared and intended 
to deliver at once, contained no lIefs then fix long Sermons, 
The people having had fome tafte of his Gifts, were the more 
importunate in their defires thar he might continue amongit 
them, And becaufethat_could not be without Ep:/copal Or- 
' dination, they urged him to accept thereof: Not having at 
that time fo throughly looked into that part of Ceremonious 
Conformity as afterwards, he yielded unto the Motion; and 


accordingly was Ordained (with many others on the fame day) 


by Doctor AZorton then Bifhop of Cheffer, after the Mode of 
chofe Times. The Ordination being over, the Bithop fingled 
out Mr. AZarher from among the reft, faying, J have fome- 


thino to (ay to you betwixt you and me alone, Mr. AZather was 
i yto y } 


then afraid left. fome Informations might have been given into 
the Bifhop againft him becaufe of his Puritaaifm, thereby to 
prejudice him, but it hapned to be otherwife: for when the 
Bifhop had himalone, J have (faithhe) as earueft Request an- 
to you, and you muff not deny me, It 2s that you would pray for 
me: for Tknow (faid hé) the Prayers of men that fear God wil 
avail much,and you I believe ave (uch an one, Neverthelefs after 
that the Lord gave him to fee the evil of the fiz of Conformity 
in the whole latitude of it, (for as to the fub{tance of Confor- 
mity, even from his firft entrance upon the Miniftry he faw the 
evil hereof, and was by Diving Grace kepr from being ftained 
cherewith) his Conforming (although ic was at the defires of 
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his people) to accept of this Ordination from the Prelate, was 


no {mall grief of heart to him, Many years after, one of his 


Sons taking noticé of a torn Parchment in his Fathers Study, 
enquired what itis. unto whom his Father replied, That he 


received that when he was Ordained by the Bifhop : 4:24 (faid. 


he) Zrore it, becaufe I took-no pleafure in keeping a monument of 
my finand folly in fubmitting to that. Super frition, the very re- 


_membrance whereof ts grievous tome. 


Being as hath been related, fetled in the Miniftry at Zoxterh,. 
he refolved to-change his fingle condition: And accordingly 
he became a Suitor to Mrs, Katharine Hoult, Daughter to Ed- 
mund Hoult Efq, of Bury in Lancafhire. She had (and that 


defervedly ) the repute of a very godly and prudent Maid, 


The Motion for fevera! years met with Ob{trudtions, by reafon 
of her Fathers not being affected towards Non- conformable 
Puritans: Bur at laft he gave his Confent that Mr. AZzther 
fhould marry his Daughter ; the Match therefore was Con-. 


rich Blefling to him, continuing them together for the {pace 


of above 30 years, By her God gave him fix Sons. four. 


whereof (viz. Samuel, T imothy, Nuthaniel and fofeph) were 
born in £xgland, and two 
New-England. After his Marriage he removed his Habita- 
tion three miles from. TF oxteth, to ALuch-Woolton, having there. 
purchafed an Houfe of his own; yethe was wont conftantly. 
summer, and Winter to Preach the Word at Toxteth upon the 
Lords-dayes, During his abode there, he was abundant in 
Labours in the Gofpel: For every Lords-day he Preached 
twice at Toxteth, and oncein a Fortnight on the Third day of 
the Week he kept a Leéfure at the Town of Prefeat.. Alfo,. 
faithful and powerful Preaching being thenvrare in thofe parts, 


» he did frequently Preach upon the Floly duyes (as they are cal- 


led) being often thereunto defired by godly Chriltians of other 
Parifhes in that Country: And this he did, not as thinking chat. 
there was any Holinefs in thofe times (or in any other day be-. 
fides the Lords-day) beyond what belongs to every day; but, 


becaufe then there would be an Opportuaity of great Affem- 4 
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Mr. Richard Mather. 
blies, and it is good cafting the Net where there is much Fifh : 
for which caufe it might be that the Apoftles Preached moftly 
in Populous Towns and Cities, and alfo (which fuiceth wich 
what we are fpeaking) on the Pewifh Sabbaths after theit abro- 
_ gation as to any Religious tye upon Confcience for their ob- 
fervation. Yeaand befides all this, he often Preached at Fr- 
nerals. Jtistruethat Cartwright, Sherwood, Hilderfham, and’ 
many other Renowned Non-Conformifts, have ferupled Preach- 
ing Funerall Sermons, Alfo in fome Reformed Churches that’ 
practice is wholly omitted, yea and Decrees of Councils have 
{ometimes been againft it, but that hath been chiefly upon ac- 
count of that Cuftome of Praifing the dead upon fuch occa- 
fions, and that many times untruly: Which Cu/fome (as many 
‘Learned men have obferved) is Ethnicall, having its rife from 
the Funeral @rations of the Heathen. Pxblicola made an ex- 
cellent Oration in Praife of Brutus, which the People were fo 


taken with, that it becamea Guftome that Famous men dying. 


fhould be fo praifed, and when (as Plutarch faith in the Life of 


Camillus) the Women amongft the Romans parted with their ’ 
Golden Ornaments for the Publick Good, the Senate decreed, | 


That it fhould be lawful to make Funeral Qrations for them 
alfo: Hine-mortuos landandi mos fluxit quem nos hodie fervamus. 


Pol, Verg. de Rer. Invent. Lb.3. cap.10.. Nor indeed was this ° 


Ry 


Rite prattifed in the Church afore the Apoftacy began, Vide - 
Maga. Cent.4. Gap.6. wherefore this faithful Servant of the. 
Lord avoided that practice, his {peech at Funerals being taken © 
up not with Praifing the Dead, but with Infructing the Living 
concerning Death,the Refurrection,theJudgement to come,and 


the like feafonable Truths, Thus did he Preach the Word, be- 


ing inftantin feafon and out of feafon, reproving, rebuking, 


exhorting, withall long-fuffering- and doctrine. In his pub- 
lick Mintitry in England he went over 2 Samuel, Chap. 24. 
Pfilm 4. and Plalm16.. Proverbs, Chapt. I/aiah, Chap.t. 
and Chap. 6:, Luke, 22and23 Chapters, Romans, Chap.8. 
2, Epift. to Timothy; 2 Epift. of foba, and the Epi/Ple of 
nde, : 
Afver that he -had thus painfully and faichfully {pent fitteen 
| he ee years 
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Prelates Sufpended.. This was in Auguft, Anno 1633. - Wider - 
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Lancafbire, and by the influence of Sinex Byby (a near Alli-” 
ance of the Bifhops). he was reftored again to his Publick’ : 
Miniftry, After his Reftanration he-more fully fearched into, | 
and alfo in his Miniltry handled the Points of Church- Difciplink, > 4 
And Ged gave hina-in thofe dayes not onely.to fee, -but allo» 
to Inftrud others in the Subfance of the Congregationall-way, ! 


Parker, Baynes, and Ames. But this reftored Liberty conti- ; 
» | nued not long ; for Axxo 16 34. Bifhop Weai(he who was {fome- 
times by King ames pleafantly admonifhed of his Preaching 
_ Popery, ‘becaufe by his carriage he taught the people to pray = 
for a bleffing upon his dead Predeceffor) being now.become SHER 
Archbifbop of York, fent his Vifitors into Lancafoire of whom : 
Doctor Cou fins ( whofe Coxening Devotions Mr: Prya hath iss 
made notorious to the world) was one: Thefe Vifitors being ; 
come into the Country vila Todas. O2v7aThte kept their i = 


Non Conformity to the Inventions of men in the W orfhip of: . 
God. It was marvellons to fee how. God. was. with. bim., » 
ing a Spirit of Courage and of Glory to reft upon him, © 
‘ulling him with wifdome when he {tood before thofe 
3 | Judges, 
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, Mr, Richard Mather. — 

Judges, who were not willieg that he fhould {peak for himfelf, 
or declare the Reafons which convinced his Confcience of the 
uinlawfulnefs of that’ Conformity which they required. Con- 
cerning the Lords'prefence with him at that time, himfelf doth. 
ina Mannfcript left in his Study thus exprefs it's Js the puff a- 
ges of that day, Ihavethis to blefs the Name of God for, thut 
the terrour of their threatning words, of their Purfevants, ana of 


tke reft of their Pomp, did not fo terrifie my minde, but that I 





could ftand before them withont being daunted in the leafe meafure, 


but anfwered for my fel fuch Yeords of truth and foberne[s as the 
Lord put into my mouth, not being afraid of thir faces. ab all: 
aphich fupporting and comforting prefence of the-Lora { count uot 
much lifs mercy, then if T had been altogether preferved out of 
their hands, | 2 be Sie 
Being thus filenced from Publick Preaching the Word, means 
was again ufed by Mr. AZathers friends to obtain his Liberty , 
, but all in vain, © The Vilitor asked how long he had been a 
‘Minifter ? Amfwer was made, That he had been in the Mint- 
firy fifteen years, And (faid he) how often hath he worn the 
Surplefs? Anfwer was returned, That he had never’worn it. 
what (faid thé Vifitor, fwearing ashe {pake it) preach Fificen 
years.and. never Wear a Surplefs? It had been better, for bin that 
“hehad gotten Seven Baftards, This was a Vilitors jadgement. 
ade y vyiss. ‘ 
Wherefore the cafe being thus, he betook himfelf to a pri- 


yate life: and no hope being left of enjoying Liberty again: 


in his Native Land, forefeeing alfo (Sipiens Divinaty the ap- 
proaching Calamities of Eaglasd, he medicated a4 Removyail 


4 


into Now-England, The principal’ Arguments wheyeby he. 
“was Convinced that he had a Divine Call fo engage in fo great 


and hazardous a Defign, he drew up together, and put them 
intoform, Which'becaufe they are of weight, and becaufe 
Pofterity may thereby fee whac were the fwaying Motives which 
- prevailed with the birft-fathers of W.Z. to venture pon 
that unparalleli’d Undertaking, even to Fran{pore themfelves, 
their Wives and Little ones, over the rude Waves of the valt 
Ocean, into a Land which was not fown, We fhali therefore 
here.infert them, sigh hear ss 
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the Life and Death of © 


“Arguments tending to prove the Remoying from 


“ 


* Old-Englandto New, or to fome fuch like place, 


. “tobe not oncly lawful, but alfo.neceffary for 


them that are not otherwife tyed, but free. 
ARGUMENT 1, | 
Propof. T°? remove from a corrupt Church to a purer, 


“es mecellary for them that are not orberwile 


<< tyed, but free: as appears, | 
“i, Ifa purer Church be a better gift then a corrupter 


‘Church, the aforefaid Removing mentioned in the Propo 


“‘ fitton, is neceflary, 
6G 


“‘ manded to choofe the beft gifts, 1 Cor,12.31,  , 
GE 
“corrupt, rgo, 


“2. Tf we fhould not unneceffarily endanger our felves to 


" becorrupted, then the Removing mentioned in the Propo- 


““fition, is neceffary, 

** The. Reafon of the Confequence is, Becaufe by ftaying 
“voluntarily in places corrupt, we do endanger our felves to 
‘be corrupted, 1 Cor,g.6, Eecle/.9.18, : 
* — Burt char is forbidden by the fixth Commandment, Ergo, 

€& 
Removing menuoned in the Prapofition, is neceflary, 
“The Reafon of the Confequence is, Becaufe by faying 


“ volantarily in corrupt places, when weare free to remove, 


‘* we do behold evil voluntarily, 
Bur that we ought not, P/al.119.37. Ergo. 
Affumption. Bat to remove from England to Ni E, 
“or fome fuch bke place, isto remove from acorrspter 
“Church t0a purer. Ergo. ve 


The reafon of the Confequenceis, Becaufe we are com-_ 


Bue a purer Church isa better giftthen a Church more . 


3. If we ought not to behold evi! voluntarily, then the 


ARGUM. 
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ARGUMENT 1, 


‘Propof. *! Taremove from aplace where the Truth and the 
“« Profelfors of it ave perfecuted , unto a place of more 
_€ quietness and Safety, is nece(fary for them that are free. 


_This appears by thefe Arguments; wz, 

1. That which hath a Divine Commandment for it, is 
** neceflary, : 
“But foitis here, AZatth.10.23. 
“2. That which hath the imitable and commended Example’ 
**of Chrift, and other faithful Servants of God for it, 1S ne- 
“ceflary, Adat.11.29. 1 Pet.2.2*. 1 J0h.2.6. Phil.3.17, 
“* But to remove from Perfecution hath the imitable Example 
“of Chrift, Adath.2.14. @ 12.15. Luke 4.10. Foh. 8. §9, 
“@ 10.39. And of: other faithful Servants of God, viz, 
“of Elias, w Kings 19.3. Adzo(es, Exod,2.15. Paul, AAs, 
Gaeeat Ergo, | | 
3, If not removing from Perfecution when a man is not 
* otherwife tyed, but free, be a Tempting of God, an expo- 
_“‘fing of ones feif to unneceflary danger, and fo againft the 

“ fixth Commandment Then the removing mentioned in the 
“ Propofition of this fecond Argument, is neceflary, 
“© Burthe former istrue. Ergo, 

“4. If not removing from Perfecution when a man is free, 
‘bea wrong to the Church, then the Propoiition is true. 
‘The Reafon of the Confequenceis, Becaufe we ought not 
‘to wrong, but co feek the benefit and falvation of the Church 


6 


GG 


“and Elect of God, as far as is inus, 1 Cor.10.33, 2 Tim, 


é¢ 
Jo 16. : 
‘*  Butnot removing as aforefaid is a wrong to the Church, 


hecaufe it depriveth the Church of the benefit of fuch a 
~ mans life and pains, as might if he had peace and liberty, be 
‘‘proftableto the Church, whereas a voluntary ftaying in 
“places of Perfeeution, ee, doth hinder profit and benefit 
f which the Church might receive by fuch a man, 
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The Life and Deahof 
«5. Becaufe a mans frailty is oft-times more then he know- 
“eth of, andin atime of triall will utter it felf, as appears by ~ 


“‘ the Profeflors revolted in the Palatisate, This infirmity of 


mans Nature made Ridley to counfel thofe that were nor 
“taken to avoid the Realm, and Mr. Bradford onthe fame 


““ ground giveth the fame counfel to Erkinald Rawlins and his 
“Wife: Alls & Adon. Vol.3. pag. 518. © pag.319.. 


Aflumpr. «* But te remove from Old’ England to New, 


 storemove froma place where the Truth and Profef- 
“ fors of it are perfecuted, to 4 place of more quict= 
“* nels, : Ergo. Fi 3 


ARGUMENT. Ut. 


Propol, «To remove froma place where we cannot enjey: 
« all the Ordinances of God, needful: tothe well being of 
“« Churches and particular Chriftians in regard of their 
“ Spiritual eftate, wntoa place where we may, is necef. 
“« fary for them that are free. ; ne ee 


“1. Becaufe we are commanded to feek. all Spiritual blef- 
““fings, with all the means of thefame, A7Zatth.6.33. 70.6. 
O76 ola t e 

“* 2. Becaufe the Spoufe of Chrift will not reft feeking her- 


_“* Beloved, till fhe finde him in. the fulleft means, Cant. 1.7. 


OO Fr ae: 

"3, Becaufe there is none of the Ordinances of God, but 
“they are needful and profitable for the prefervation and: 
“ growth of Churches and Chriftians in grace. To think any 
“of them not needful, or not. profitable, were to difparage- 
“the Wifdome of him that appointed them. 

"4. Becauleif it be neceffary to remove for theenjoying = 
“of fome of Gods Ordinances, it is neceflary toremove for 

‘“ the enjoying of -all, and in che want of any one, 

“ _ The Reafon of the Confequence is, Becaufe it cannot be 


“ fhewed from Scripture, at_what. Ordinance a man is fet at 


** berry: 
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-fiberty from feeking any further byremoving, And ano- 
“ther Reafonis, Becaufe as fome are. not of necefficy to the 
“* beeing and eftate of atrue Church, or atrue Chriftian, no 


“moreareany: Andas fome are neceffary to the well-being 


‘of ateue Church and a trae Chriftisn, even fo are all, 


Affumpt. “ But that the Reneoval is neceffary for the en- 


““ioyment of fome of Gods Ordinances, as for Preaching 
< of the Word, will not be denied. — Ergo. 


ARGUMENT. iv. 


— Propof. “Toremove from a Church where the Difcipline 


Sof Chirift is wanting, to a Church where it may be enjoy- 
“ed, ws necefsary tothem that are free. | 


“© — y, If Difcipline be an Ordinance of Chrift, chen the Re- 


‘* moving mentioned in thefourth Argument, is neceffary. 


**  TheReafon of the Confequence is, Becaufe the voluntary 


*¢ wanting any Ordinance of Chriftis finful, . 

*¢ Befides the third Argument fhewed, That Remova! for 
“the enjoying of all Gods Ordinances, is neceffary co them 
‘¢ that are free, ; ; 

<¢ But Difcipline is an Ordinance of Chrift, 4Zatth.16.19. 
er Veit]. Ergo. j 

2, If Difcipline be apart of Chrifis Kingdome, anda ne- 
“*ceffary and effectual means for preferving the Church, and 


_ “the other Ordinances from corruption, then the removing 


** mentioned in the Propofitionis neceffary. 

<< The Reafon of ‘the Confequence is, Becaufe the voluntary 
** wanting any part of Chrifts Kingdome, any neceffary and 
** effectual means co preferve the Church from Corruption, is 
“finful, Leke 19.14,27. Pfal.2.3. Second Petition in the Lords 
** Prayer. 

“* But Difciplineis a part of Chrifts Kingdome, aneceflary 
“andveffectual means, @ ¢, ‘Ifa.9.6.1 Cor.15.24. Ergo. 

‘' 3. If removing from a Family where is no Government 
) C2 5 ae 
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~~ Gop good order for fuppreffing of fin and wickednefs, to an- a 


“other where is, be neceffary for one that is free, then the 


“removing mentioned, in the Propofition of this fourth Argu- - 


“* ment is neceffary.. 


“The Reafon of the Confequence is, Becaufe there iS-orte 


“and the fame Reafon for bot 


But removing from fucha Family is neceflury for one that 
“is free, Becaufea voluntary ftaying in places of danyer isa. 
“Tempting of God. Ergo, 


Aflumpt. ‘ But to remove from Old England to New, 


to remove: from a Church where the Difcipline of 
“ Chrifl is wanting, to a Church where it may: OC Cpe 
“ jayed, Ergo. . bigs " 3 


ARGUMENT vy, 


Propof. « Toremove from a place where the Minifters of 


“God are unjuftly inbibited from the execution of their 
“‘ Functions, to a place where they may more freely exer 
* cute the fame, ws nece(sary to them that are not other. 
“« wife tyed, but free, < ne 
t. God hath fometimes commandeda removing in fuch a 
“cafe as this, AZic.2.6,10. A&s 22.18. | 
“. 2.. The godly have pra@ifed a removal in fuch a cafe, 
‘2 Chroa.1t.14,16. ABs 1 3.46, 
“3. The Minifters gifts and talents fhou!d’ not be idle, bue 
“be imployed for the Churches prot, 1 Cor.12.7. 1 Pet.4.io, 
‘4. The fin of inhibiting the Lords Mintlters, is a fore- 
“runner of fome fudden and grievous Judgement, 7/4. 30, 
“10,13.. when. it is for no caufe,-or for triffes, I/a.29.31, 


Aflumipt. & But toremove from Old England to New, # 
“toremove from a place where the Miniffers of God are 
“<unjuftly inhibited, to a place where they may more 
“freely execute their Functions, Ergo. » on 
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ARGUMENT -VL. 


Propof. «To remove froma place where are fearful figns 


of Defolation , to a place where one may have well- 
grounded hope of prefervation, and of Gods protection, 
«75 neceffary tothem that are free. 


‘7, Becaufe itis the property of a wife man to forefee the 
“plague, and to hide himfelf, Prov,22.3. - 

“© 2, Becaufe God hath commanded to remove in fuch cafe, 
“ Mic.2.10. So Lot was commanded to go out of Sodom, be- 
“ fore the deftruction thereof, Gen.19, | 
“© 3. Becaufe there are commended Examples of them 
“thar have done this ; as of Noah retiring into the 
“Ark Lot leaving Sodom, The godly leaving ferufalem, a 
“ firtle before the laft deftrudtion thereof bythe Romans, and 
“soing forthto Pela. See Brinfley in True watch, Part 3. 


“ pag. 76.118, Cartwright on Prev. 22. 3. and funins On. 


“* Revel i. 14.” 7 
“<4, Becaufe Nature teacheth to feek ones own preferva- 
CC 48 , 


“<5. Becaufe the fixth Commandment teacheth the fame, . 
“and maketh voluntary ftaying in places of danger to be a. 


-“ desree of Self-murther. 


Affumpt. <* But to remove from Old England to New, | 


<< 45 to-vemove from a place where ave figns of fearful 
<* Defolation,to a place where one may have well grounded. 
<< hope of Gods protection. 


oe 


This-Aflumption is made good by the proof oftwo things ; 
* Firft, That in Old England there are many figns of fearful 


*“‘ Defolation. Now figns of Defolation are fuch as thefe, and, 


““ whether they be found in Exgdand,,. let it be confidered: 
«1, Abundance of finand (inners, Hof.4.1,2. 7er.5.9. . 
2. Impunity of fin and finners, ; 
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‘The Life and Death of 


te: 4g General Security, 1 Theff.5. 2,3. Afatth.24.38. Luke - 

ie 7.28 29) eps Tapg cor (oR EE ee Sa Aas 

> «4, The taking away of Gods dear and faithful Servants,. 
“a VY{4.57.%. $4 3 wa wes Lt — : e.g ‘a 

|  g. Not profiting by. former Judgements, Amos 4.6, 

ap OTe Se #4) ee 

iF “6, Warnings by the Lords Minifters, Amos 3.9. Lai. 
“44.26. 


“7. Examples of Gods wrathful Judgements on others ae 
“no worfer finners, er.7,12, Rom.11. Mr. Brinfley Theweth 
_ “atlarge, That the fame fins which brought the Captivity of © 
| “70 years on fadah, do as much abound in England as ever 
“ they did in 7udab; and that therefore we may certainly expe& 
a “* defolation for our fins, unlefs courfe were taken {peedily by 
““ general Repentance and Reformation to pacifie the Lords 
“wrath, . Jn 34 Part of True watch, throughout ‘the whole’ 
‘Book, and more efpecially in P48.493. 503, Ke, le 
“¢ ~ The other thing to make good the Affumption, is, Thatin > 
" New-England one may have well-grounded hope of Géds’ 2 
““ protection, and for that there are thefe Reafons : See 
‘1. The Promife of Godto preferve Churches and Chri- 
“ftans which purely obferve his Word and Ordinances, faith-’ 
“ fully execute Jultice and Judgement; ec. For which, fee’ 
“thefe places, 2/4,4.5,6. 2 Cor.1§.2s Revel. 3, 8,9,10, Ifa.’ 
SLD LA 4.17, . apt aan 
“2. The Example of Gods prote@ing and preferving fuch* 
“in former time, as 2 Chron.17. 3,4,9,10. As long as Z/rael 
“* kept and walked in Gods wayes, no Enemy was able to pre 
—“ vail againft them, ec, | : hh 
“3. No inftance can be given to the contrary, when God 
“ever fuffered any people to perifh that did purely obferve his 
“* Ordinances, and execute Juftice and Judgement, untill by 
‘their defection and fin they had forfeited their happinefs, 
“and made themfelyes naked, and caufed their Shield to de- 
“partfromthem. . Ergo, &c, a 
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Mr. Richard’ Matheri- 


An Argument concerning Minifters onely. 


és T ‘Oo remove from fach a place where the Paftors of the’ 


“< Congregation cannot exercife the Lords Difcipline 
“ by Ruling and Governing their own Flocks by Ceas- 


“« furing thofe that ought to be Cenfored, &c. toa 
“* place where they may do it, ts mece[sary for thers thas 


S¢ ahe-frees<:.\ : 


“« 1, Becaufe they are commanded to fulfil their Miniftry> 
‘« and to perform all the parts of their Paftoral Office, Go/o/’ 


“417, 2 Tim. 4.5. And this of Adminiltring the Keyes of 
‘““Difcipline isone, AZatth.16.19. 


“ 9, Becaufé Chrift hath no where difpenfed with them ia. 


“any part thereof, 


** 3, Becaufe’God hath reproved them that have failed to’ 


*-do this, Rev.2.20. : 
“ * 4, Becaufe Parents and Mafters are bound to remove if 


“¢ they were in fuch Commonwealths, where they might not: 


“¢ be {uffered to Rule and Govern their own Children and Ser- 


‘““vants. The Reafon whereof is, Becaufe they are bound to’ 
““preferve their Children and Servants from being ovet- 
“ thrown, if it beimtheir power, but where fuch reftraint is, . 


““ they are in danger to be overthrown. 

> Now the Confequence of the Reafon is, That then Mini- 
““fters being free, are bound to remove, if they be in fuch 
“ place where they may not govern their own Flocks. 
«The Reafon of which Confequence is; Béecaufe of Parents 


“¢and Matters over their Children and ‘Servants, and of Pa- - 


“ flors over their Congregations, there ts par Ratso, That if 


“one be bound in cafe aforefaid to remove, the other are 
“bound in the like-cafe to remove alfo, . 


Thefe Arguments were thus prefented to the Confideration 
of fome godly Minifters, and other Chriftians in Lancafbire, ai 
feveral Meetings for that end... Nothing was fatisfactorily faid 

oe to 
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thereby: perfwaded that’ his Call to, New-England was clear, 
yea even his own people at Toxreth, who did fo dearly love his 


‘Perfon, and highly prize his Miniltry, yet'thought he was — 
now Called of God to Jeave them, .And hereunto he was the 
more inclined, by fome Letters of Mr. Cottons and Mr, Hookers 
‘who were lately arrived in New-E ngland, and wrote (as then 


there was ‘caufe ) very encouragingly unto godly people to 


‘come after them. Mr. Hooker in one of his Letters had this 


Expreflion, Jn a werd (faith he) if I may [peak my own 


thoughts fully and freely, though there are very many places where : 
tn may recave and expeét more E arthly Commodities, yet I do 


believe there ts no place thes day upon the face of the Earth, Where 





‘to take off che ftrength of thefe Reafons: But, many were 


We Vaud 






a gracious heart and a judicious bead may receive. more fpiritual 


erbers, 


Being then fully fatisfied concerning the clearnefs of his 
Call for New-England, after many Prayers, and extraordinary 
feckings unto God, he engaged upon the Tranfportation of 
Aimfelf and Family thicher, His parting ,with his People and 


(§00d to himfelf, and do more temporal and fpiritual good to 


other Friends in Lancafire, was like Paul's taking his leaveof - 


Epnefus, with much forrow, many tears being fhed by thefe 
who expected to fee his face no more in this world, This 
Journey was begun in April 1635. when he-travelled to — 
Briftol in order to taking Ship there, In this Journey he was 


forced (as fometime Brentins was) to change his outward 
Habit that he might travel incognito, becaufe Parfevants were 
defigned to Apprehend him, but by this means he efcaped 
them. From Briftog he fet Sail for New-England May 23. 
1635. The Lord, after manifold Trials of Faith and: Patience, 
brought him in fafety to the defired Haven. It is feldome 


known, that a man defigned in Gods Eternal Counfel to fpe- 


cial Service for his Name, doth nogat one time or other ex- 
periénce Eminent Deliverances of Providcuce: So it was with 


#his Servane of the Lord not once nor twice, Sundry emi- 
nene Salvactons from deadly Dangers didthe Lord vouchfafe 
unto himin his Childhood, which he would {peak of in. his. 

{> On 
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peg Mr. Richard Mather. | 
old Age: But the moft remarkable and memorable of all 
_ other, was that which hapned to him on the mighty Waters, 

where he chat fics upon the Floods, and ftillech the raging of 


2K 


the Sea when the Waves thereof roar, and whom the Winds - 


obey, fhewed himfelf wonderful in goodnefs: for when the 
Veffel was upon the Coafts of New-England, there arofe a 
fearful Storm (which the Americans are wont to call an Hira- 
cano) by means whereof they were in no fmal| danger. And 
had not the Lord ftrangely turned the Wind in an initant, they 
had all perifhed upon the Rocks which were jult before, and 
within fight of them in the Ship, The Relacion of this ob- 
fervable Providence we fhall here fet down in Mr. AZathers 
own words, left written by himfelf in his. journal from Lap- 
cafoire to New-England, Thus he writech concerning it, 


Augult 1§. 1635. The Lord had not yet done With ws, nor 
had he let us fee all his Power and Goodnefs which he would have 
ws takethe knowledge of: And therefore about break of day, he 
fent a moft terrible Storm of Rain and Eafterly wind, whereby 
‘we Were in as much danger , as 1 think ever people were. 
when we came to Land, we found many mighty Trees vent in 
pieces in the midft of the Bole, and others turned up by the Roots, 
bythe fiercenc{s thereof, wee lof in that Morning three Anchors 
and Cables, one having never been in the Yoater before , two were 
broken by the violence of the Storm, and the third cut by the Sea- 
men sacxtremity of diffrefs, to fave the Ship and their and our 
Lives, Andwhenory Cables and Anchors were all loft, we had 
no outward means of Deliverance but by hoyfing Sail, if [o be-we 
might get to Sea, from among lt the Iflands and Rocks where we 
had Anchored ; But the Lord let us (ee that our Sails could nog 
Save us ncither, no more then the Cables and Anchors , for by the 
force of the wind and Stormthe S ails mere rent afunder, and 
fplst in pieces as if they had been. but rotten Rags, fo that of die 


vers of them there Was [carce left as much as an hand-breadth, - 


that was not rent in preces, on blown away intothe Sea: So that 
pi that time all hope that we foould be faved, in regard of any 
axtward appearance, was utterly taken away, and the rather, 
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Thus: farre is Mr, Atarhers Relation. of this fignal Provi-, 
dence, as left written wich his own hand,. And this is the. 
more to be taken notice of, becaufe the lives of feyeral Choice 
Inftruments of Gods Glory, werethen faved :- For not onely 
Mr. Azather himfelf, but two of his Sons, who are now faich-- 


- full Minifters of God, were in that Veffel , and fo likewife 


was that Worthy Minifter of Chrift Mr. Ponathan. Aditehell;. 
late Faithful and Famous Paltor of the Church of Cambridge. 
in New-England, he being then a Childe of Eleven years.of, | 
. ds Agewrs i 4 
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_. Kge. “Alfo this Deliverance is the more remarkable, in thar 


feveral Veffels were.caft away inthat Storm, A Ship called the 
Angel Gabriel , which fet. out from Zriftol wih the Veflel 
» wherein’Mr. AZather was, being then at Anchor at Pemeguid, 
-was broke in pieces, and the very fame ftrange and fudden 
turn of Wind which faved the Veffel wherein Mr, AZather was, 
~ ruined the other which came from Exglaad at the fame time, 
~~ Affo there was then a Ship, going between Pi/catagua and the 
Bay, which was caft away in this Storm, and all che people 
- therein loft, except two that were {pared to. report the News. 
And amongft others in that Veflel which then perifhed, there 
> was a precious Minifter of the Gofpel, o<. Mr. Avery, who 
with his Wife and five Children all perifhed. This Minifter 
(thoughit be a Digreffion, yet the Story being fo worthy of 
remembrance, let it, here be recorded ). every moment ex- 
_ petting that the next Wave would bea Wave of Death, lifted 
~ up his eyes to Heaven, faying, Lord, 1 cannot challenge aPro- 
mife of the prefervation of my life, but according to thy Cove- 
pant I challenge Heaven : Which he had no fooner {poken, but 
“a Wave immediately came and fwept him away, and fo wafted 
- him to Heaven indéed: © And by the way fet tc further be 
noted, That this which.hath been mentioned is the onely Veffel 
which mifcarried with Paffengers from Old England to Nem; 
fo fignally did the Lord in his Providence own the Plantation 
of New-England, ~~ | 3 
. But (to digrefs no further) this Storm being allayed, the 
Lord brought them faféto an Anchor before Bojtou, Auguft 
19, 1635,.. Mr. ALather abode with his Family for fome, 
Monhetlis in Bofox. ‘and both he and his gracious Confort, 
joyned to the Church there, | 
Being thus by a/mighty hand‘and an out-{tretched Arm 


brought into Wéw-Eaglazd, Motions from fundry Towns, 


were foon prefented to lim, defiring that he would imploy- 
the Tafene'which the Lord had enriched him with, forthe work 
of ‘the Miniftry among them., At the fame time, he was de- 
~ fired at Plimouth, Dorchefter, and Roxbury. Being ina great 
ftrait in his own minde- which of thefe Ynvitations to accept 
ee 7. D 2, of, 
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of, Confidering that in difficule cafes Counfel is an Ordinance 


of God, whereby he is wont to.difcover his will, he there- 
fore referred himfelf to the Advice of fome judicious Friends , 


amongit whom, Mr. Cotton and Mr. Heoker were chief, who- 


’ 


met to Confule of this weighty Affair ; And their Advice was, 


Vhat he fhould accept of the Motion from Dorcheffer.. Which 


being accordingly accepted of by him, he did (by the help of 
Chrilt) fet upoa thar Great Work.of Gathering a Church ; thee 


fo) 


Church which. was firft planted in that place being removed 


with the Reverend Mr. Warham to ConeéLicot, . There was an 


Effzy towards Githering a Church April 1. 1636. but by 


reafon that the Meffengers of Neighbour-Churches werenot 
fatished , corcerning fome that were intended Members of 
that Foundation, the Work. was deferred untill Anguft 23... 


when a Church was Conftituted in Dorchefer according to the 
Order of tle Gofpel, by Confeffion and Profeflion of Faith , 


and Mr, Adather was chofen T’eacher of. that Church, 


Being thus again fetledin the Lords Work, he therein con- 
tinued unto his dying day; the Lord making him an Eminent 
Blefiing not onely to Dorchefter, but to allthe Churches and. 


Plantations round about, for the {pace of near upon Four and — 


thirty years, 


[tis a true Obfervation which many from Luther have taken 


up, viz. Vhat three things make an able Divine. 


1. Meditatwo, Study. Suchan one mult. give himfelf to 
Reading and Meditation, 


_ 2. Oratia , Prayer. A, Mam of God’ muft be a man of 


Prayer,even ever & anon upon his knees before God : And bexé 
Oraffe eff bene Studuilfe, Bradford the Martyr. and Cartwright 
the Confeffor, ftudied kneeling. . . 
' 3. Tentatio, Temptation,. As when Chrift was to enter 
for his Pubi:k Miniftry he was grievoully tempted. fo it is 
wont to be wich his Servants, and. fo it was with this good 
man, The Lord’having great Service for him to do, he muft 
undergo great Te mptations, that he might be the better fitted 
for that whereunto he was called i ecg 
W:ercfore before, and for fome years after his creasing 
CC. 
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Mr: Richard Mather, 


_ Office Relation in Dorchefter, he was in much Spiritual diftrefs 
by reafon of uncertainties concerning his own Eternal eftate,. 


He did (as in wifdome he was bound to) keep thefe troubles 


we 


fecret from men, onely he revealed the diftrefs of his Soul vo 
that great Divine Mr, Morton, then Teacher to the Church 


_ in Jpfwich, unto whom (under Chri!}) God gave the congue 


of the Learned to fpeak a word in teafon, whereby his Soul 
was Comforted; the Lord giving him to fee char he was 


walking to Heaven in the fame way that David, Afaoh, Heman, 


ec, had gone before him, 


During the time of his Pilgrimage in New- England he 


under-went not fo many Changes, as before that he had done, 


for he never removed his Habitation out of Dorcheffer, albeit’ 


he had once fertous thoughts that way, by reafon that his 


eld peoplein Toxreth, after that the Hierarchy was depofed in 


England, fent to him, defiring his returnto them: But Dor- 
chefter was in. no wife willing to forgoe their intereft in him, 
therefore he left them ‘not. Neverthelefs, he did in Nev- 
England (as in a Wildernefs might be expected) experience 
many Trials of his Faith and Patience. That which of out- 
ward Afflictions did moftagrieve him, was the Death of his 
dear Wife, who had been for fo many years the greateft out= 
ward Comfort and Blefling which he did enjoy: Which Af- 


fiction was the more grievous, in that fhe being a Woman of 
_fingular Prudence for the Management of Affairs, had taken. 


off from her Husband all Secular Cares, fo that he wholly de- 
voted himfelf to his Study, and to Sacred Imployments. 


After he had continued in the ftate of Widowhood a year and 
half, he again changed his Condicion, and was Married to 
the pious Widow of that: defervedly: Famous Man of God’ 
Mr. John Cotton, and. her did God make a Bleffing and a 


Comfort to-him during the remainder of his dayes, 
Old Age now being come upon him, he was fenfible of the 
Infirmities thereof,. being in his latter years: fomething: thick 


of Hearing: Alfo (asit was with great Zanchy) the fight ‘ir 


one of his Eyes failed, feven years before his Death. Yer 
God gave him Health of Body and Vigour of Spirit in a won- 
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‘detful meafure, fo as thar in fifty years together, he was not $ 
by Stcknefs detained -fo much as one Lords-day from Publick” 
‘Labours, — Which. continued: Healch (as to Natural caufes ) 
proceeded partly trom his trong Conftiturion of Body, and- 
partly from his accuftoming himfelf to a plain and wholfome 
_ Diet. Bona. Dieta eft potior quovis Flippocrate,’ He never — 
‘made ufe of any Phyfician, nor was:he everiin alf his life fick 
‘of any acute D.feafe, Onely the two lait years of his Lifehe — 
. was forely aftlidted wich that Difeafe which fome have called 
Flagelluns Studioforum, vi2. The Stone, which aclaft: brought’ 


Churches fent their Meflengers ; and Dorchefer Church, a- 
‘mongit others, fent Mr. Azather their aged Teacher, who 


Sons houfe in Boffox', taken exceeding all through a rotall 


Gorman Phenix, 
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him to an end of all his Labouts and SOROWS AE Ge OS 
Concerning the Time and Manner of his Sicknefs and Death,” 
thus it was. There being fome Differences in Bofton, Counfel 


from Neighbour-Churches was by fome defired’, to dire@ 


them in the Lord what thould “be done: Accordingly the ~ 


= eS 


Affembled in Bofton, April 13. 1669. He was; becaufe of 


his Age, Gravity, Grace and Wildome wherewith the Lord. 2 
had endowed and adorned-him, chofen the AZoderator in that 
Reverend Affembly, For divers: dayes after. his being thus in — 


Confultation, he enjoyed~his Health as formerly; or racher: 


better then for fome time of late. But as Luthey when Af 


fembled in a Syzod was fur prized with a violent’ Fic’ of the | 
‘Stone, whence he was forced to return home,: his: Friends © 


having little hopes of his life; fo it was with this holy man,’ 
For April 16. 1669, he was.inthe night, being then in his’ 


floppage of his Urine, The next morning He therefore re- 
turned home to Dorche/ter> Great was the favour of Gad 
towards him, thathe fhould be=fowad abowe fach a bleifed 
Work, as then he was ingaged: in, for the Lord ‘fourid him fin-’ 
cerely and earneltly endeavouring to ‘be a Peacemaker, © His 
being thus taken when at a Synod, brings to minde that of the 
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Viximius in Synodis, & jam moriemurinillis, ‘ 
o>, , ow 


ad 















; Mr. Richard Mather. (27 

Now as nfually Providence fo ordereth, that they who have ’ 

_. been {peaking all their lives long, fhall not fay much when 
they come to die: Bleffed Hocker in his laft Sicknefs, when. 
Friends would have had him anfwered to fome Enquiries which  * - 
might have made for their Edification after he was gone, he re-" 
ferred them wholly to the things which he had taughe them in / 
his health, becaufe then he had enough to do to grapple wich 
his own bodily weaknefs , ec, Neither did this good man 
fpeak much in his laft Sicknefs either ro Friefds or to his: 
Children. Onely his Son who is now Teacher of a Church 
in Boffos, coming to vific his Father’, and perceiving the 
Symptomes of Déath tobe upon him, faid unto him, Sir, if 
there be any [pecicll’ thing which you would recommend unto me 
to do, in cafe the Lord fhould [pare me upon the Earth, after 
you are in Tleaven, I would iutreat you to exprefs it. At the 
which, his Father making a little paufe, and lifting up his eyes) 

“and hands to Heaven, replied, A [peciall thing which. I Would 
commend to you, ws, Care concerning the Rifing Generation in this’ 
Country, thae they be brought under the Government of Chrift _ 

in his Church, and that when grown up and qualified, they: a 
have Baptifm for their Children. I muff confe{s L have been 
defective as to prattife, yer Ihave publickly declared my judge 
ment, and manififted my defires to prattife that which I think 
ought to be attended, but the Diffenring of (ome in our Church 
aifcouraged me. I have thought that perfons might have Right 
to Baptifim, and yet not tothe Lords Supper, and I (ee no caufe 
to alter my judgement astothat particular, Mad I frill think’ 
that perfons qualified according to the Fifth Propofition of the 
late Synod- Book, have Right to Baptifm for their Chil- 
aren, | 

His bodily Pains continued upon him untill April 22.: 

' when in the Morning his Son aforementioned, coming to wile 
him, asked his Father if he knew him, to whom he Replied - 
that he did, but was not able to fpeak any more to him: 
Whereupon his Son faying, Now you will’ fpeedily be i the 
joy ot your Lord, His Father lifted up his hands, but could 
not {peak, Not long after his Son again fpoke to him, fay- 


ing, 
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_ prehenfion and pre fenfe of their approaching D.ffolucion — 
imprinted on their Spirits, foit is noted of Ambrofe and of 


The Life and Deabof 


ing, Tow mill quickly foe Jifus Chrift, and thar will make ae 
minds for all your pains and firrows: At which words his Fa= 
ther again lifted up his hands, but after that hetonk notice 


of no perfon or thing, but continuing (peecchlefs untill about 


10 4, P. Ad, he quiecly breathed forth his laft, Thus did — | 


that Light that had been fhining in the Church above Fifty 


years, Expire, — 


As fome of the Lords precious ones have hada reall ap> 


Gorgonia Of old, and of Gefner , ALclanitkon , and wanford 
among Modern Divines: Thus it was with this holy man 
fome tume afore his departure, The laft Text which he caughr 
from, and infifted long thereon, was that 2 Timothy 4.6,7,8, 
J am now ready to be offcred, and the time of my departure ts ot 
band, I have fought a good fight, I have finifbed my courfe, 


+ have kept the Faith: Henceforth there ws laid up for me a 


Crown of Rightcoufne(s, which the Lord the righteous Fudge will 


give me at that day , and not to me onely, but unto all them 
alfo that love hes appearing, And the portion of Scripture 


the cayes of my appointed time, will I wait til my change come, 


which before that he had infifled upon, was 7ob 14,14. Ab 


The Lord found his bleffed Servant fo doing. Alfo the lait 
private C onference- Meeting which he. was at in Dorcheffer, he 


had preparedto {peak from thofe words, 2Cor.5.1. For we 


know that if our earthly boule of this tabernacle were diffolvedy 
we havea building of God, an honfe not made with hands, etere 
nal ta the Heavens; But bodily pains prevented him-from - 


Jpeaking what was in his heart to have expreffed. the Lord 
intending that he fhould no more fpeak of, but fee that place 
which he had fo much and fo often thought on, and long prayed 
and longed to enjoy, i eee 

He was, efpecially in his laft Sicknefs, 4 Pattern of Patience, 


‘For although extremity of pain, wichout any acute Difeafe, 


was thar which brought him to his Grave, yethe did never 
fo much as once ery our from firft co laft, andit was very rare 
to nar bim fo much as groan (bur never grumble) under 






: 












Bie Mr. Richard Maththe oe 
his dolorous Griefs, In this Sicknefs, whereof he died, ‘he 
_ was much delighted in reading Doctor Goodwins Difcourfe 
about Patience, in which Book he read till the very day of his 


Death. Once in his Sicknefs., bis Son faying to-him, that. 


inafmuch as feveral {mall Stones were come from himinhis 


Urine, now poffible he might have fome eafe, his Father 


anfwered with an affecting earneftnefs of expreffion, 4s for 
that matter, the will of the Lord be done. Such was his grace 
and patience. And at the fame time his Son faying to him, 


God hath fhewed hrs great faithtulne(s unto you, having upheld 


you now for the fpace of more .then Fifty years in hes Service, 
and imployed you therein without ceafing, which can be {aid of 
very few men upon the face of the whole Earth, His Father replied, 
You fay true; I muft acknowledge the mercy of God hath been 
great towards me all my dayes: but I muft alfo acknowledge, that 
1 havehad many failings, andthe thought of them abafeth me, 
and Yoorketh patience in me, ‘When any one asked him how he 
did hisufual Anfwer was, Far from well, yet far better then 
my iniquities deferve, Thus did he (likeold Auftis who died 
reading the Penitential Pfalms) keep xp a fpirit of Repentance 
co the laft, | } : 
As he wasa man faithful and fearing God above many, fo 


the Lord fhewed great faithfulnefs unto him, both in making’ 


him ferviceable unto thelaft, yea and continuing the vigour 
of his Spirit, and power.of his Miniftry, Few men, though 
young, are known to Preach with fuch vigour as he did but 
ten dayes before his death. Alfothe Lord was faithful and 
gracious to him, in refpect of his Children, Ic was a fpecial 
“token of Divine favour unto fome of the Ancients, that their 
Sons after them fucceeded in the Miniftry, fo wasic with the 
Fathers of Gregory Nazianzen, Gregory Nyffen, Bafil, Hilary, 
ce, Andthe Lord cheered the heart of this his Servant in 
his old Age, by giving him to fee moft of his Sons imployed 
in the Miniftry. many years before theic precious Father’s 
deceafe,. He left four Sons inthat Work, one of whom; viz, 
Me. Fleaxar Adather, \ate Paftor of the Church at Northani- 
ptonin New-England, went to pl reft about three pe 

+ ae : ; after 
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three are yer furviving, wiz, Mr. Samuel Atath 
, of a Churchin Dublin. Mr. Nathaniel Mather, late Mi : 
{ of Barnfrable in Devon, and fince in Rotterdam in Aigtland, 
: and Increafe Atather of Bofton in New-E neland, {Spl te 
‘ 
| | 





Scripture and Reafon, for the fufification of the way of the 
Churches in New-Bngland. Not many weeks before his death. | 
a Friend acquainting him, thatfome reported that he had de- 
yy Clared himfelf to be a Presbyterian, He replied, You teil me -° * 


any one fay I declared my felf. for that Perfwafion ?, It- ts nor. 
thing fo. Atthe fame time it being faid co him, that he had 
| a ee Ag ee 
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‘the principal band in the Plaiform of Difeipline, and fad he 
notchanged his judgement from thar? His Anfwer was, No, 
nob in any one particular that I know of Bort, 


xt 


‘a4 


__-His way of Preaching was plain, aiming to thoot his Ar- 


Yows not over his peoples heads, but into thelr Hearts and 
Confciences, Whence he ftudionfly avoided obfcure phrafes, 
_ Bxotick words, or an unneceffary citation of Latine Senten- 
ces, which fome men addié& themfelves. to the ufe of, Mr, 
Dod was wont to fay, That fo much Latine was fo much flefe 
ta a Sermon; So did this humble man look upon the affeation 


*of fuch thingsina Popslay Auditory to favour of Carnal wif. 


dome, The Lord gave him an excellent faculty in making ab- 
ftrufe things plain, that in handling the deepelt Mylteries he 
- would accommodate himfelf to Vulgar Capacities, that even 

the meanelt might learn fomething. Heknew how to exprefs 
Kad Kolvers % Koere, Kelyos, He would often ufe thae Say- 


Ang, Arts eff celare Artem, -And much approved that of 


Aufiin, If (laid he) 7 preach Learuedly, then omely the L eava- 
€@ and not the Unlearned can under ftand and profit by me. but 
“Ef -L preach plainly, then Learned and Cnlearned both oan under 


fiand, fo I may profit all. ~He was Mighty in the § criptnres » | 


“Whence Mr, Hooker would fay of -him,: Aty Brother Mather fs 
A mighty man, Allo bis’ ufvall way of Delivery-was’ very 
Powerful, Awakening, and Zealous ; efpecially in his younger 


ies there being few men of fo great firength of body as - 
3 


e, Which together with bis natural fervour of Spirir, being 
fanctified, made -his Minifiry the more powerful, And the 
Lord went forth with his Labours to the Converfion of many, 
both in Exglaedandin New- England, Yet though his way of 
Preaching was plain and nealous, it Was moreover Subantial 
and very Judicious, Even in his beginning times; Mr:Gi//ebridud 
(i famous Miniter in Lancafpire,. and the: more famous, for 
thar though he’ did exceedingly Scammer in his ordinary dift 
courfe, he would Pray and Preach as fluently as any man) 
once having heard him Preach, asked what his Name might be ? 
And anfwer being made thae his Name was Adather, Nay 
(laid Mr, Gilleérand) call him Adatter, for believe it this man 
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hadi subflance inhim. Yea, fach was his Solidity of Ludgt~ 


, 


ment, that fome who were his’ Oppofites , yet did therefore % 
sceatly refpect and honour him. ‘Do@or Parr (then Bifhop ~ 


sn theifle of A¢an) having heard Mr..AZather was Silenced, 


lamented it, faying, Jf Mather 6¢ Silenced I am (orry- for it,, 


for he was a folid man, and the Church of God hath thn-a 


| great loft, | Sie. Sages 
Becaufe he was efteemed eminently 7udicious , therefore 


~ amongft rhe Reverend ‘Elders in New-England, he was much. 
Controverfies then under Dzbate — 
about Church-Government. The Difcourfe about the Charch- - 


improved in Managing the 


Covenant , and.the Anfwer to the XXXIL Queftions, both 


“written Anzo 1639. although they pafs under the Name of. 
the Elders of New-Exgland, Mr. A¢ather was the fole Author _ 


of, as Mr. Cotton.in his Anfwer.to Baily, pag.7o. and Anfwer 
to Williams, pag.63. and Mr. Nathaniel Mather inhis Epittle 


tothe XX{. Quvefievs concerning Church- members and their 

“Children, have truely relared. And when there wasa Synod: _ 
called to Convene at Cambridge, Anno 1647. that Reverend. — 
Affembly defired. three. Elders to. draw up 4 Adodell of | 


Church Government againft the next Seffion, vz, Mr. Cottor,. 
Mr. AZather, and Mr. Partrich. The Printed Platform of 
Difcipline is for the fubftance of it the fame with chat which: 
was Compofed by Mr. AZather. Tt might be faid of him, as. 


was faid of that bleffed Azartyr, that he was {paring in hes 


Diet, (paring ia bis Speech, moft [paring of all of hes Time. 
He was very diligent. both as to duties of general and partis 
~culur Galling, which are indeed the two Pillars upoa which 
Religion ftands. As to his general Calling , He was much in 
Prayer, efpecially in his Study, where he oft-times {pent whole 


- dayes with God in fuing for a Bleffing upon himfelf and Chil- 


dren, and uponthe people to whom he was related, and up-- - 


on the whole Country: where he lived: The Requelts which 
upon fuch occafions he put up to God in Jefus Chrift, and alfo- 


how his heart. was moved ro believe that God heard him, he~ 


left (many of them) in writing amongft his private Papers, 
. Ifuppofe that fo himfelf might have recourfe unto thofe Bx~ 
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Mr. Richard Mather. | 5 ee) 
pericnces ina time of darknefs and Temptation, alfo that’ hiss 
Sons after him might fee by their Fathers Example, what it is 
to walk before Ged. Now whata fofs is it to the world when 
ficha Righteous man is taken away! Well might Philo and 
Jerome weep bitcerly, when they heard of the death of any, 

-—. fuch men, hecaufe it portended evil to che placés where they 

"had lived, and ferved God, As ke was much in Prayer, fo he 
was very frequent in Hearing the word, Ic was his manner 
co attend feyeral Lectures in Neighbour-Congreg.tions, untill 
his D.feafe made him-unable to ride, yea and ufualiy even to 
his old Age (as did Mr, Hilderfham ) he took Notes from 
thofe whom he heard , profeflieg that he found prof 
in It, ae | 

.-- Asto his particular Calling, he was even from his youth a: 

hard Student, Yea his minde was fo-intent upon his Work 
and Studies, that the very morning before he died, he. im- 
portuned thofe Friends that watched with him to help him into 
his Study; They urging that he was not able to go fo fatre, 
he defired them to help him and try, which they did: but ere 
he was come to the door of his Lodging-room, J fee (faith 
he) Zam not able, yet I have.not been in my Stady feveral dayes, 
and a it nota lamentable thing that I foould lofe fo much time 2 

After bis entrance upon the Miniltry, he was not onely in 
England (as hath been faid) but in New-England abundant 
‘in Labours: for except when he had an Affiftane wich him 
‘(which was feldome) he Preached twice every Lords-day ;. 
and aLe@ure oncea fortnight, befides many occafionall Ser- 
nions bothin Publick andin Private. ,Alfo he was much ex-. 

~ ercifed in anfwering many practical Cafes of Cvnfcience, and 
in Polemical, efpecially Difciplinary- Dfcourfes. In his Pub- 
lick Miniltry in Dorche/Per he went over The Book of Genefisto 
Chap.38. Pfalm 16. The whole Book of the Prophet Zichariah.. 
Matthews Gofpe, to Ghap. 1§- 1 Epift, to Thiff. Chap..§. 
And the whole Second Epiftle of Peter , bis Notes Wwhereon be 
reviewed, and Tran{cribea for the Prefs, aot many years be- 
forehisdeceafe. yh eae ; | | 
+ Motwichitaading.thofe rare Gifts and Graces Ts 
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st — fometimes fhould have done, If @ man mutt erre, ie is good - 
of erring on that hand, Humble enough, and good enough, was 


ri the frequent. Saying of a great Divine, And another ob- 
oo. Serveth, That every man hath juft as much ana no more true worth 
11 hint, as be hath Humility, Auftine being asked which was — 


the moft excellent grace, anfwered , Humility, and which | 
was the next, anfwered, Humility, and which was the third, — 


7 
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replied again, Humility, Thatindeedis Comprehenfively Al, - 
being. of great price in the fight of God; And if fo, Mr, 
Mather was amanof muchReall Worth, == 
—SoBera — Tt hath been the manner of fome, in writing Lives to infert 
el the wills of thofe whofe Lives and Death they have defcribed, 


Caleia, be lalt will and Teftament. of him, whofe Life and Death — 


“Banvofins bath thus been related, breathing fortha moft humble, holy, 


in the and gracious Spirit, we fhall here fabjoyn the Preface and 


Ramu, 16, 1661, Andbeginnethas followeth, 


Life of Conclufien of it, It was written with his own hand Oéfcd, 


F Richard Mather, comfidering the certainty of death, and 
~ & the uncertainty of tbe time thereof, and withal know- 
ing it to be the will of God. that aman {hould fet bis Houfe 
. in order before be depart. this life; Do sake this my lafh 


Will and Teftament in manner following. Firft of all, 1 
acknowledge the rich and wonderful Grace and Mercy of 
_. Almighty God, whofe hands have made me and fafbionea 
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The Lifeand Deatheof NG 
Tord had adorned him, he was exceeding low and litle in 
hisown eyes, Some have thought that his greatelt erraur =| 
_ Was, that he did not magnifie his Office, as he might and 
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me, and whe tock me out of my Mothers bVomb, that haw 


wing maac me 4 Man, who might have made me a Beal 


or otber Creatures He hath alfo by his good Providence 
prefervea the beeing and comfort of my life all the dayes of 
“my Pilgrimage untill now, even for the {pace of thefe Sixty 
- five years: During all which time, be bath not fuffered 


me to want either food or raiment, or the fervice of any 


creature, - 
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creature, which hath been reqguifite fer my comfortable fub- 


reows, gift of Him who is Lord of all Creatures, and the 


_ High Poffejor of Heaven and Earth. Next of all, and +” 


more efpecially I am bound to give Thanks and Praife to 
Him whit'ft 1 have any beeing, that I being a Childe of 
Wrath by Nature as well as others, and being bern in a 
place of mich Profanenefs and Popery, he hath of his abun- 
dant grace vouch{afed to draw me ont of that woful efPate 
of Sin and Ignorance wherein 7 lay, and to make himfelf 
and bis Chrift known anto me by the Gofpel, of which 
Brace k was moft unworthy, and in his great patience 
and mercy to bear with my manifold and great offences, 
both before and fince the time of his gracious Calling of 
me, though for my naworthy walking in many particu- 
Jars, I might juftly have been for ever rejected of him. 
yea and fuch hath been his rich grace, that he hath 
vouchfafed to put me an unworthy creature into the Mi- 
mifiry of the Gofpel of bis Son, that 1 fhould not onely 
kuow and profe(s the fame (which ts unfpeakable mercy) 
but be alfo a Preacher of it unto others. In which pe 
ployment if any thing-hath been done which bath been 
~ pleafing unto lim , or any way beneficiall to any Childe 
of bis, it hath not been I that have done the fame, 
but the grace of God which was with me. Fo 7 
mile needs acknowledge to the praife of his Patience and 
Grace, That in my. poor Miniftration for the fpace of 
thefe Forty two years and upwards, I have been much 
defective in Wifdome. and Watchfulaefs over the peoples 
Souls, tn Purity in Faithfulnefs , in Uprightuels, Meer 
nels, Humility and Zeal: And becaufe of thefe, and 
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ee fifting inthisWorld , which I acknowledge to be the boun- - 


a SM : 
} * oe! + 
ie 


; , 
£25~ 


la) Sn nil Sg 





PRS es 






The Life-and Death of 


~ 





in mush need this day of marcy and for. 
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_ either in this or in another World , for any Righteoufnefs — 


ivenefs through 


bis Chrift, and have no canfe to look for any acceptance _ 
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of my own , either as touching my Minifhy or o1berwifty — 


but difclaiming all thonght of that kinde » my only wf , a 
and hope is to be accepted of him, «nd (when this ‘ft 


fhall end ) to be faved in his Heavenly Kingdome mecr- 
‘ly by bis Free-grace, and the Obedtence and precious = 
Pafsion and Interccfsion of his dear Son. And concern- 


ing Death, as 1 do believe it ts appointed for 


all men - 
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once to die, (o, becaufe 1 fee a great deal of umpropit- . 


ablene(s in my own life, and becaufe God hath alfo let 
me fee fuch vanity and emptinefs even in the beft of — 


> thofe Comforts which this life can afford , that I think E_ 


7 
1 


may truely fay, That I have feen an end of all perfee 
ition: Therefore if it were the will of God, I [hould be e 
glad to be removed hence, where the beft that 10 be 


had doth yield fo little fatisfadtion to my Soul, 


and to 


be brought into bis prefeuce in glory, that there 1 might 
finde (for there I know it is to be had) that fatisfying 
and All-fufficient contentment in him, which under the 


fay the Lords leifure. But thou, O Lord, how long |. 
Now concerning my Outward Eftate , fith the Earth 


the Lords and the fulnefs thereof, the habitable World, ana 


all that is therein, to-bim therefore belongs the praife of 
all that 1 pollefs in this kinde: Ana for the portion 
thereof which he hath given unto. me, it is my minde 


and will, if fo it pleafe bis Highne(s , that after my de~ 


ceale the fame may be difpofed of as followeth, &c- 
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Sun ts not to be enjoyed.. In the mean time 1 Aefire tas 
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 bemn Charge of a Dyi 
fume after wiy decéafe to walk tn any way of fin and 
| wichednels in one kinde or another, or ina carcle/sneg- 
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ng Father, That: none of them pre- - 


lect of God , and the things of God, and of their own 


Salvation by Chrift : for if they fhall fo do (which God 


: forbid) Then and in {uch cafe 1 bereby teftifie nnto them, 


’ 


as, 


the Gofpel of Chrift , as.this will be 10 the Honowe ana 


That. their Father. which. begat them, and. their. Mother 


| which bare them , with all the Prayers which they have 
wade, and Tears which they bave fhed for thew, their 
Example, their Admopitions and Exhortations which they 
| have adminiftred to them, together with this my laft 

“Will and Solemn Charge, All thefe will vife up againft 
them as fo many Teftimonies for their Condemnation at 
the laft day. But 1 have better hoves of thems And do 


hereby declare unto them, That if they [hall ferionfly re- 


pent of their fins. Believe onthe Lord. Fufus., ana by 


his-zrace walk in all the wayes of God , and as becomep 


gl ory 





ie gig ae Me Uae ia ame 
gtacioufly expreffed himfelf, he proceeds to 












































ann walpeakable comfort and benefit in this and tn anot 


— World: and their Bather that now (peaketh unto them 
with their dear Mother now with God, fhall exceedingly 
| wejoyce-in the day of Chriff, when we fhall receive our 
Children duno thofe Everlafting Habitations 5 and foal 4 
fee not our felves alone, but thofe alfo that have proceeded 
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and come forth.out of our own bowels, to have their part son 
and portion in that Eternall Glory. In defire and hope 
: that it maybe fo; 1 commend them all to the Lord of ™ 
—— Heaven's Blefing: And let the Blefsing of Godin Fefus 
 Ghriff, be poured out and remain upon them. all for ever= ~~ 
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